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MSC Seaside’s specialty  
restaurant, Asian Market Kitchen

MSC Seaside bowling alley

MSC Seaside zip line

MSC Seaside’ s 
Garage Club lounge

DESTINATIONS

MSC SEASIDE 
MSC Seaside joined the MSC Cruises fleet in December 
as its newest luxury flagship, touting unique features 
such as the 131-foot-high, glass-bottomed “Bridge of 
Sighs” and the longest zip line at sea. msccruisesusa.com

BEST FOR: Families and groups, especially those 
who enjoy being outside, as the ship was designed to 
maximize the use of outdoor public spaces.

2018 ITINERARIES: MSC Seaside will offer seven-night, 
round-trip sailings from Miami to both the Eastern and 
Western Caribbean. Ports of call include Grand Cayman, 
St. Maarten, Cozumel and more. 

ACCOMMODATIONS: MSC Seaside offers a range of 
accommodations, from modular connected staterooms 
for up to 10 guests, to VIP MSC Yacht Club staterooms 
with 24-hour butler service. Plus, 73 percent of rooms 
have balconies.

PLAY: Onboard entertainment is designed for all ages 
and includes a full-sized bowling alley, an XD cinema 
and an impressive water park with four exhilarating water 
slides. The ship also presents a different performance in 
its main theater every night of the week. 

EAT: MSC Seaside has 10 onboard restaurants, including 
Chef Roy Yamaguchi’s Asian Market Kitchen and a high-
end seafood restaurant.

BY KAREN ASP

When people think about cruising, they often envision 
endless partying, mediocre all-you-can-eat buffets, 
overcrowded public areas and the feeling of getting 
lost in the shuffle. This is not the case when you travel 
with a luxury cruise line. The latest ships are equipped 
with plenty of space for as much peace and quiet—or 
constant entertainment—as you crave, not to mention 
some of the finest culinary establishments on Earth. 
Ready to climb aboard? Here are six of the newest, most 

luxurious ships to consider. 
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REGENT SEVEN SEAS EXPLORER
When Regent Seven Seas Cruises launched Seven Seas 
Explorer in 2016, the ship was heralded as the world’s 
most luxurious cruise vessel. Until it’s joined by its sister 
ship, Seven Seas Splendor, in 2020, it will undoubtedly 
continue its reign. rssc.com

BEST FOR: Travelers who want over-the-top pampering 
and all-inclusive luxury. 

2018 ITINERARIES: In March, Seven Seas Explorer will 
begin alternating itineraries in the Mediterranean, North 
and Baltic seas with departure ports of Barcelona, Rome, 
Lisbon, London, Stockholm, Copenhagen and more. 

ACCOMMODATIONS: With a maximum capacity of 
750 guests, Seven Seas Explorer features 10 different 
stateroom categories, including the one-of-a-kind Regent 
Suite, a two-bedroom, 4,000-square-foot stateroom with 
an in-room spa retreat and a glass-enclosed sitting area 
with 270-degree views over the ship’s bow. 

PLAY: Putting greens, bocce, paddle tennis, a jogging 
track and more give active travelers endless recreational 
opportunities. Theatergoers will appreciate the ship’s 
four shows that range from a Parisian-style burlesque 
performance to a musical comedy. Spa lovers will be 
drawn to the Canyon Ranch SpaClub. 

EAT: Specialty restaurants include Pacific Rim, a pan-
Asian restaurant; Chartreuse, featuring modern French 
cuisine; and Prime 7, a classic steakhouse. 

AZAMARA PURSUIT
One of Azamara Club Cruises’ mantras is “Destination Immersion,” 
meaning that the cruise line is dedicated to offering guests more 
time to explore ports of call. This equals longer stays in ports, more 
overnights and more night touring. The idea is to cruise global 
and connect local. Azamara Pursuit, just the third ship in Azamara’s 
exclusive fleet, will expand on these experiences when it starts 
sailing in 2018. azamara.com

BEST FOR: Travelers who want to explore and spend more time 
on shore immersing in their destinations.

2018 ITINERARIES: No two itineraries on Azamara Pursuit are 
the same. Starting Aug. 3, itineraries include ports of call in the 

SEABOURN OVATION
Seabourn Ovation, which debuts this spring, will serve 
as a sister ship to the already lauded Seabourn Encore. 
The cruise line has teamed up with integrative medicine 
pioneer Dr. Andrew Weil to offer a mindful living program 
with wellness and spa experiences culled from his 
teachings. seabourn.com

BEST FOR: Health-oriented individuals who have an 
appreciation for fine food.

2018 ITINERARIES: From May 2018, Seabourn Ovation 
will sail Northern Europe with itineraries throughout 
Scandinavia and the United Kingdom. The ship will 
reposition to the Mediterranean in fall before rounding 
out the year in India, the Middle East and Asia.

ACCOMMODATIONS: All staterooms were designed 
by Adam D. Tihany, whose work is showcased in high-
end hotels, spas and restaurants around the world. 

PLAY: The Grand Salon will present a sophisticated 
theater setting with cabaret-style seating for onboard 
performances. Most evenings will feature dancing 
before dinner on the main dance floor. 

EAT: Seabourn compares dining on Ovation to a 
“culinary revolution,” largely because of its collaboration 
with Chef Thomas Keller, who has opened numerous 
Michelin-starred restaurants. 
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Mediterranean, Northern Europe, the Caribbean and South America. 

ACCOMMODATIONS: The ship features four categories of 
suites, all of which offer ocean views and butler service. 

PLAY: Guests will find seminars led by onboard experts, in-port 
lectures, exclusive excursions and the signature “White Night” 
party, which takes place once each cruise. Azamara Pursuit also 
features the cruise line’s Sanctum Spa, as well as onboard fitness 
and nutrition classes and personal training. 

EAT: Dining options range from casual eateries to specialty 
restaurants like the Italian-inspired Acqualina. 

UNIWORLD S.S. JOIE DE VIVRE
Since Uniworld’s S.S. Joie de Vivre started sailing in 
2017, guests have been treated to French experiences 
not only offshore but also onboard with the ship’s 20th-
century Parisian-influenced design. uniworld.com

BEST FOR: Travelers who want the immersive experience 
of river cruising but also want to maintain a healthy 
lifestyle and enjoy more eclectic evening entertainment. 

2018 ITINERARIES: S.S. Joie de Vivre offers seven-, 14- 
and 21-night cruises along the Seine, Rhône, Garonne 
and other French rivers between Paris, Bordeaux and 
Avignon. 

ACCOMMODATIONS: With a capacity for 128 total 
guests, S.S. Joie de Vivre features a number of lavishly 
appointed staterooms that boast a combination of 
classic French opulence and modern conveniences. 

PLAY: Wellness warriors will appreciate Club L’Esprit, 
a spa and fitness center that offers yoga and aquatic 
classes. The ship also features a pool that turns into an 
entertainment venue at night. It also shows classic French 
cinema under the stars a few nights during each sailing. 

EAT: S.S. Joie de Vivre features four restaurants, one of 
which offers a hands-on experience where you select the 
ingredients and help prepare a seven-course meal. 

S.S. Joie de Vivre stateroom

S.S. Joie de Vivre stateroom

Seabourn Ovation’s pool deck 
will be nearly identical to that of 
Seabourn Encore’s, shown here

Seven Seas Explorer’s Compass 
Rose specialty restaurant

Seven Seas Explorer’s Regent 
Swiss master bedroom

Azamara Pursuit
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FIND THE CRUISE 
THAT’S BEST FOR YOU

Whitney Roper, marketing manager for  
Reid Travel, shares her top four things to consider 

when planning a cruise. 

 
1. TIME OF YEAR AND LENGTH OF TRIP

When do you want to cruise and how long do you 
want to be gone? “Answer those two questions, and 

you’re over halfway there,” says Roper. 

2. OCEAN VS. RIVER CRUISE 
While each is a fantastic way to cruise, ocean and 
river itineraries offer different experiences. “River 

cruising tends to be more immersive,” Roper says, 
though the downside is that you won’t cover as 

much land as an ocean cruise. She suggests first-
time cruisers start with an ocean cruise.

3. THE CRUISE LINE’S FOCUS
Each cruise line is known for something 

different. For instance, one may be known for its 
entertainment while another is known for its dining. 
“Determine what interests you and pick a ship that 

aligns with your passions,” Roper says.

4. WHAT’S INCLUDED 
Find out what is included in your fare. For example, 

some cruise lines offer all-inclusive food and 
beverages, while others charge for upgraded perks. 
Cruise lines also often offer incentives and upgrades, 

so always inquire, Roper says. 

To plan your next luxury cruise vacation, contact Reid 
Travel at 800.248.8404 or reidtravel.com.

VIKING SUN
Heralded for its river cruises, Viking Cruises only introduced its first ocean 
liner in 2015. Viking Sun is the cruise line’s newest vessel, featuring simple 
but elegant Nordic-inspired design and decor. vikingcruises.com

BEST FOR: Travelers who want the same immersive experiences and 
luxury amenities of Viking’s river cruises but on a larger scale. 

2018 ITINERARIES: Viking Sun is spending its maiden season sailing the 
cruise line’s first World Cruise, which began in December; the 141-day 
journey includes 66 ports in 35 countries on five continents. The ship will 
then sail in Europe before embarking on its 128-day 2019 World Cruise 
from Miami to London. 

ACCOMMODATIONS: All suites feature private verandas and premium 
amenities such as heated floors and king-sized beds. There are also 14 
two-room Explorer Suites. 

PLAY: Onboard activities include all-season swimming at the LivNordic 
Spa with its unique Snow Grotto, lectures by resident historians, live 
musical performances and interactive culinary classes. 

EAT: Viking Sun features eight restaurants, ranging from fine dining to 
Manfredi’s, one of the best at-sea Italian eateries.

THE RITZ-CARLTON MAKES ITS SEAFARING DEBUT
Cruise ships are often called “floating hotels,” which is why it makes 

sense that The Ritz-Carlton is taking to the sea. The company recently 
announced plans to launch three luxury yachts, the first of 

which will start sailing in late 2019. The ship, which 
will accommodate up to 298 guests in its suites, 

will cruise destinations in the Mediterranean, 
Northern Europe, the Caribbean and 

Latin America. Each ship will feature 
a signature Ritz-Carlton spa and a 

restaurant by Sven Elverfeld of 
Aqua, one of the brand’s 
signature restaurants. 
Booking will begin May 
2018. ritzcarlton.com/yachts

Viking Sun in Kotor 
Bay, Montenegro 
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